NOTWITHSTADING it is f2id in thie Report that the Original A& of- 1661 was loft, yet this
Affembly in framing the new Tﬁnmgc A& very accurately recited it acoording to the Copy 1 have
f ¢

iven you in the Beginning of this Letter, and tho’ they exprefsly in their Report undertake to
gcclare what was the rue Senfe of the Law-Makers of the At of 1661, not oaly on the Evidencg
they mentioned, but alfo on ¢ Perufal of that A&,” yet in the new Tonnage A& they fet forth
that ¢ the old A& being flent for what Ufe the Impofition had been levied, whereby the trme
< Intent of. the faid Law hath been bitherto unknown, it had proved a great Diflatisfaltion to the
¢« People.” : :

Hap the Journals, and the Law not really exifted, the Lofs could hardly be imputed, with
any Colour of Probability, to the Defign infinuated: For what Profit, or Advantage could the
late Government have propofed by deffroying the Law under which bis Lordfbip da:'r'mtf the Revenue,
or the Journals which evinced, that it was granted to his Lordfhip to be applied to bis own Ufe?
But, in Fa&, the Affertion was rafh, for the Journals, and the Law exift to this Day, and I
have made Extra&s from them to fthew on what Motive, or Inducement the A& was framed,
and have cftablifhed the Exiftence of the Law beyond a Poffibility of Doubt. '

. .

THE Argument from the Neceflity of building Forts for fecuring Ships in Time of #ar, and
their Ma’c(%ics Duties at all Times, whatever Weight they expe&ed it to have with their Ma-
jefties, their fubfequent Condu&, as well as the Situation of the Province cut to Pieces by na-
vigable Rivers, and abounding with Harbours, proves to have been fuggefted by a moft inveterate
Spirit of Enmity againft his Lordfhip: For when the Affembly were afterwards in the fame Reiga
called upon to make Provifion for the very Purpofes they had reprelented in this Report to be fo
neceffary, they declared, and very truly, that the Service would require a larger Sum than- the
whole Province was worth. .

Besipes that the Terms of the Tonnage A&, and the Journals, fhewing the Induceméat to
the Paffage of it, contradi& the Inference the Houfe thought proper to make, in refpe& of the
Arms, and Ammunition, the Fa& they fet forth in the Preamble of their new A&, ¢ that his
¢ Lordfhip had always reccived the Tonnage to his own Ufe, ever fince the Year 1661,” and the
AQ&s (among other) of 1662, 1664, 1666, 1671, 1674, and 1676, making a Provifion for Arms
and Ammunition, as well as the very honourable Acknowledgments of his Lordfhip’s Integrity,
and Gerferofity made repeatedly by the Aflemblies betwcen the Years 1661, and 1692, prove in
the cleareft Manner, that an ungoverhable Paffion to affe&t his Lordfhip’s Rights, and blemifh his
Honour was the beft Reafon the Houfe could have given for the Mealures they took. This is
further proved by a fubfequent Paflage in the Report, in which it is intimated, that they:thpught
the great Revenue flill allowed his Lordfhip out of the Province was an A& of Royal Clemency,
tho’ his Lordfhip reccived n2 other Revenue at that Time, than from his privare Eftate, of which
he could not have been deprived without the moft arbitrary, and tyrannical Oppreffion : For of the
Two Shillings per Hogfhead his Lordfhip received only the Moiety! to which he was entitled
as a ftipulated Compenfation for his taking Tobacco at Two-pence per Pound, in Lieu of the
Sterling referved in his Patents. : -

THE Report alfo aflerted, that ¢ the Settlement of the Province coft his Lordfhip, and his
«¢ Father but Btt/e,” and, to make his Lordfhip obnoxious to the Crown, ¢ that this Pro-
¢ vince had becn peopled by unpespling their Majeflies Colony of Virginia invited hither, by the
¢ Snares of a fertile Soil, and fpecious Pretences of Liberty of Confcience.” *

How cxtremely blinded by Paffion, or impofed upon by the Arts and Suggeftions of felﬁﬁl; and
defigning Men, the Aflembly were that gave their San&ion to this moft unjuft Report, the fol-
lowing Extra&s, and Obfervations will fufficiently manifeft. .

CxciLivs Lord Baltimore, in a Meflage to the Governor, and Affembly in the Year 1649,
after having reminded them, that ¢¢ by his Concurrence in fo many Particulars for the Eafe, and
¢ Advantage of the Pecple he had given ample Teftimony of his fincere Affe&ion, and real Defire
*¢ to promote their Welfare,” and aflured them ¢¢ that upon all Occafions he fhould take to Heart,
¢ and concur with them in all Mecafures for the Public Good, and apply his Authority.at all
¢« Times to relieve them from all Oppreflions upon Notice, or Complaint, and cxhoned* to
¢ unite in Affection that, as himfelf, and-they were Members of one Body Politick, fo ‘he,
« and they might have one Mind in all civil, and temporal Matters, it being a certain and true
¢« Maxim that by Concord, and Union a fmall Coleny may grow into a greaty and renowned Nation, and
<< that by Difcord, and Diffenfion, great, and glorious Kingdoms, and Commonwealths have declined, and.
¢ fallen into Ncthing, he referred to it as a Faét at that Time notorious, (viz. in the Year 16
< that in the Settlement of the Province he had been at an immenfe Charge, and had paid full
¢ deariy.” -

In the Precambles to various A&ts the Aflembly exprefled their Gratitude in thefullcﬂ:Manne:
to his Lordihip for his unwearied Care, and the vaft Expences, and Charges he had been “at in the
Settlement of this Province.
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